
 

Harrison and Noel, after committing unthinkable acts as teenagers 
and being incarcerated for decades are given a chance at           

LIFE AFTER LIFE in prison. 

Produced and Directed by Tamara Perkins 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow @lifeafter_movie 

for updates and to join 

the conversation 

                            

 

 

“…Fresh, contemporary, and engaging… 

(Life After Life) presents extraordinary stories of men finding  

hope and success under impossible circumstances.” 

-Ken Burns 

 Over the past decade California has been in the 

spotlight as Human Rights Violation complaints around 

prison overcrowding and related prisoner neglect and 

abuse have poured into the courts. With 1 in 31 

American’s under the umbrella of corrections, there 

has never been a more pressing time to mobilize the 

public toward significant prison reform. Life After Life 

fulfills this opportunity by creating a contemporary 

documentary that creates intimacy for the viewer 

with an innovative photographic vision with the 

highest level of production. The film presents fact-

based pragmatic arguments for change with an 

emotionally affecting visual representation to reach 

the broadest possible audience. 



Suspendisse elementum rhoncus velit. 

Nulla turpis metus, faucibus nec, 

dignissim at, cursus in, tortor.  

1

STORY 
As friends and fellow youth mentors for over ten years inside San 

Quentin State Prison, Harrison and Noel recognize the 

preciousness of their release and endeavor to make every 

second count. Harrison, released on parole to a recovery 

program in Berkeley jumps into getting certified as a drug and 

alcohol addiction counselor and applies to San Francisco State 

University. Noel, released on a Federal Court Order, spends 

every moment possible with his children, grandchildren, and 

ailing parents while assuming the role of spiritual leader for his 

family. Shortly after his release a United States Supreme Court 

decision leaves Noel’s life in limbo, while Harrison struggles to 

balance community service, college, and family.  

 

2

CHARACTERS 
Harrison Seuga was born in American Samoa and raised in Hawaii. 
At age fourteen, Harrison's father beat him so badly that he was 
unable to hide the scars and bruises from his teachers. Harrison's 
father panicked and took him and his siblings away to Los Angeles. 
Within six months Harrison was living on the street selling drugs to 
survive. Three years later, caught up in a gang dispute, Harrison fired 
a shot into a doorway with a security guard behind it. Harrison never 
saw the guard, who died. Quickly arrested and charged, he 
received a seventeen years to life sentence at age seventeen.  
 
Noel Valdivia, the youngest of eleven siblings born to migrant farm 
workers, settled in Stockton central California when he was nine 
years old. A natural leader, he quickly found himself protecting other 
kids from gangs in the neighborhood. Only four years later he was 
caught up with them in the street life of gangs and drugs. When he 
was seventeen Noel committed an armed robbery that went horribly 
wrong, leaving his young wife and eight-month-old daughter for a 
new life behind bars.  

 



1. What did you learn about the importance of preventative models utilizing education, treatment, job training and health care? 

 

2.  In what ways did the film subjects change / transform themselves? How have your opinions changed, if at all, having seen the film?  
 

3.  California boasts the highest recidivism rate in the country, with more than 70 percent of released inmates returning to prison within 3 

years. What is recidivism? Why does recidivism take place? 

 
4. What do you think is important about the Harrison and Noel’s story?  Are there specific issues that you identify with or have previous 

knowledge of, or conversely are their issues that seem completely foreign?  

 
5. 83 percent of individuals incarcerated in state prison have an identified substance abuse. What did you learn in this film about the 

connection between health equity and incarceration rates?  

 
6.  Approximately 93,000 American youth are held in Juvenile Justice facilities; 4,302 children arrested each day. How can Harrison and 

Noel’s story help illuminate this statistic and how does this fit into the high rates of recidivism in California?  

7. In the Bay Area neighborhoods in Oakland, San Francisco, and Richmond are experiencing multiple generations of families behind 

bars – what are some solutions to stopping these cycles of generational incarceration? Can they be stopped?                                         

8.  Do you feel inspired to take action? And is it clear what action(s) you might take?                          

Discussion 
Questions 



 

ACLU National Prison Project 

The project fights for legal, constitutional and human rights 
in prison. 

http://www.aclu.org/prisoners-rights 

All of Us or None 

All of Us of None is a national organizing initiative of 

prisoners, former prisoners and felons, to combat the 
discrimination as the result of felony convictions.        

http://www.allofusornone.org/ 

Ban the Box Campaign 

“Ban the Box” campaign calls for the elimination of the 

questions about past convictions on initial public 
employment applications.           

http://www.allofusornone.org/campaigns/ban-the-box 

Cradle To Prison Pipeline Campaign 

CPPC advocates for preventive supports and services 
children need.     

http://www.childrensdefense.org/programs-

Equal Justice Society 

EJS is a national legal organization focused on restoring 
Constitutional safeguards against discrimination.         

http://www.equaljusticesociety.org/ 

Legal Services for Prisoners With Children 

LSPC works to restore rights of incarcerated and formerly-

incarcerated people, release people from prison & reunify 

people, families and communities during and after 
incarceration.                    

http://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/ 

The Sentencing Project 

A research and advocacy group fighting for prison reform  

http://www.sentencingproject.org 

USC Post-Conviction Justice Project 

USC PCJP represents parole-eligible inmates serving 

indeterminate life sentences for murder in California state 

prisons.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

http://uscpcjp.com/ 

Resources for Prisoners 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In The Legislature 

Visit: http://www.aclu.org/action-center to review your elected officials’ 
voting record. Write your officials and vote for change.  

Start a Conversation in Your Community 

Bring the film to your community. See “Get Involved” page on 
lifeafterlifemovie.com to set up a screening.  

Contribute to the Conversation 

Join Life After Life on Facebook and Twitter to keep up with the film and share 
the message with your friends 

Get Involved  

Support the film with resources, skills or time. Contact the organizations listed 
in this guide, or volunteer with one of your local prison justice organizations. 

 

 

Action Steps  



 

 
 

 

Apple of Discord Productions, LLC 

P: 510.545.2635  E: tamara@lifeafterlifemovie.com 

www.appleofdiscordproductions.com 

www.lifeafterlifemovie.com  


